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Wilson Active Artists Association reception
Sundai Bowman poses next to a painting by father Will Bowman depicting 
Sundai as a baby with mother Rebecca. Bowman, who was the Wilson Active 
Artist Association president, died in February.
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Kelcie Howren and Jerry Camacho attended the reception for the Wilson Ac-
tive Artist Association group exhibition where Howren had several pieces of 
her art featured.

William Bowman, left, Skyler Jackson, middle, and Param Bowman pose for a 
photograph in front of work by members of the Wilson Active Artists Associa-
tion. 

Shay Jackson, left, and Lori Bunn stand next to a painting by the late Will Bow-
man. Bowman was the president of WAAA and passed away in February.



Play ball!
Venues ready for 
spring/summer sports
By Janelle Clevinger

In 2020, so many of the annual 
sporting events that take place in Wil-
son County suffered from shortened 
seasons or just didn’t happen at all 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Restrictions are still in place for 
venues, players and fans, but because 
of dropping pandemic illness num-
bers and a promising vaccine roll out, 
many courts, stadiums and fields are 
being readied for a somewhat normal 
spring and summer season.

The city of Wilson’s Parks & Recre-
ation department was set to partner 
with the Luncheon Lions Club in 
March of 2020 to host the first Wilson 
pickleball tournament. That tourna-
ment had to be canceled, but plans 
are underway by the city and Lions 
Club to hold the tournament this year 
on March 27 and 28 at the Greater 
Wilson Rotary Park. The tournament 
will be for Wilson residents only and 
is for doubles teams in several differ-
ent categories.

“This is the first championships 
of any kind for pickleball in Wilson, 
so as a department we are really 
excited,” said Braxton Patterson, 
programs and marketing supervisor 
for Wilson Parks & Recreation. “We 
wanted the first tournament to be for 
local players with the hope of attract-
ing more local players to the game 
of pickleball. As a department and 
knowing the game is growing fast in 
Wilson, we are hoping to host a few 
other pickleball events throughout 
the year open to players from inside 
and outside Wilson County.”

COVID-19 forced Wilson centers 
with indoor pickleball courts to close, 
but even players who would normal-
ly move their play inside during the 
winter months continued to play on 

the outdoor courts at Greater Wilson 
Rotary Park. 

“The number of pickleball players 
keeps increasing due to pickleball 
being inexpensive, good exercise 
on a smaller court, very popular 
socially and one of the safest games 
to play during COVID-19,” Patter-
son said.  “It is easy to stay social 
distanced, and there is less expo-
sure to touch, so there is a very low 
chance of making contact with an-
other player.”

Patterson added that pickleball is 
not just a Wilson phenomenon but 
also a national craze. Pickleball origi-
nated in 1965 in the state of Washing-
ton and is a hybrid of tennis, badmin-
ton and ping-pong. It is currently the 
fastest-growing sport in America.  

The deadline to register for the Wil-
son pickleball tournament is March 
19, but register by March 11 and re-
ceive a free tournament T-shirt. Reg-
istration and tournament information 
can be found at tinyurl.com/Wilson-
pickleballtournament or by calling 
252-399-2285.

Gillette soccer fields and baseball 
stadium at the J. Burt Gillette Athlet-
ic Complex are also being prepped. 
March events include the N.C. Youth 
Soccer Association girls regional 
state cup play on March 6 and 7; Wil-
son Youth Soccer Association Clover 
Cup on March 20 and 21 (a fundraiser 
for Wilson youth soccer travel teams); 
Chris Combs Baseball Tournament on 
March 26 through March 28; and the 
tentative opening day for Wilson Rec-
reation Youth Soccer on March 27.

Because of COVID-19, Wilson 
Parks and Rec will not be able to hold 
a traditional Easter egg hunt for Wil-
son youth ages 1 to 12, so the depart-
ment modified its event to become 
a drive-by hunt to be held Saturday, 
March 20.

“This year we’re calling it the Eas-
ter Egg Bunny Trail which will be a 
drive-by experience,” Patterson said. 

“Participants start at the Vollis Simp-
son Whirligig Park and get a few eggs 
and prizes and then receive a treasure 
map which leads you to one of five 
different Wilson parks. At each park, 
you get a new map that leads you to 
the next location with new prizes.”

Parks & Recreation staff will be 
assisted at the Easter Egg Bunny Trail 
by the Wilson Youth Council.

TOBS READY FOR PLAYERS AND FANS

After a shortened 2020 season and 
limited additional events, the Wilson 
Tobs management team is ready to 
take to the field.

“It’s been since the first or sec-
ond week of March last year that 
there has been much going on,” 
said Mike Bell, general manager of 

the Tobs. “We need events to sur-
vive, and we are a part of this ar-
ea’s tourism draw, helping to bring 
money in. But in order to have 
events now, we have to have re-
strictions, and we will be doing to 
do these policies for quite a while. 
At least until April.”

“We’ve been having some events, 
and we’ve been very proactive about 
providing a safe environment,” Bell 
continued. “Come the Tobs’ 2021 
season, the fans will have a good idea 
of what to expect after watching the 
national minor league season, which 
starts in April.” 

For the first time, the Tobs will 
host a Spring High School Baseball 
League, running  to April 10. This 
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The regular season for the Tobs begins May 27 and runs through Aug. 8. Jimmy Lewis 
| Wilson Times

Continued on page 5



Wide Awake Wilson  |  The Wilson Times  |  March 2021  5

league, held every fall at Fleming 
Stadium, is happening this spring be-
cause of the pandemic rules set by the 
state eliminating the ability of public 
high school teams to begin practice 
until April. 

“This spring league provides high 
school kids from Greenville to Ra-
leigh the opportunity to play baseball 
so they can shake the rust off their 
games,” Bell said. “These aren’t the 
actual high school teams but an in-
dependent baseball league. The kids 
sign up as individuals, and the coach-
es are volunteer.”

During the shortened 2020 Wilson 
Tobs schedule, fans weren’t allowed 
in the stands. 

“We had a really, really good team, 
but the only way people could watch 
was via Greenlight cable or online,” 
Bell said. “This year, we’ll start at 25% 
capacity, which means we can have 

1,000 fans out here at the stadium.”
The Tobs’ 2021 season begins on 

May 27 and runs through Aug. 8.
COVID-19 precautions will be in 

place, such as scattered seating, face 
masks, blocks and shields installed 
in the beer garden area and picnic 
tables moved apart.

 Some fans will need to take their 
beverages back to their seats in the 
stands. The games will still be carried 
online and on Greenlight cable.

Even though it will undoubtedly 
be a different experience, Bell and 
the Tobs staff is thrilled to be able 
to welcome fans back to the stadi-
um.

“We’re looking forward to bring-
ing back the excitement that every-
one has known and loved during 
games at historic Fleming Stadium,” 
Bell said. “People miss our baseball 
and so many people are ready for 
some outside, open air entertain-
ment.”

Continued from page 4

Sports events return this spring
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Wilson native pens his first book
‘Welcome to Dog Lick’ 
set in eastern NC
By Janelle Clevinger

As a teenager in Wilson, Ken Bull-
ard loved to write short stories. Hor-
ror stories. But his storylines evolved 
over the years, becoming more mel-
low, happier. 

“As a teen, I wrote almost exclu-
sively horror stories, so it’s somewhat 
odd that in my mid-50s I found my 
happy place writing sweet and funny 
feel-good stories.” Bullard said. 

Bullard, a 1983 Fike High School 
graduate and member of the 1988 
graduating class of Atlantic Christian 
College (now Barton College), pub-
lished his first novel in November 
titled “Welcome to Dog Lick.” The 
novel is making its way around book 
clubs in Wilson, and even though Bul-
lard now lives in Hickory, word gets 
back to him that his book is a Wilson 
favorite.

“I knew there was at least one book 
club in Wilson reading it,” Bullard 
said. “And I know this because my 
Shakespeare professor at Atlantic 
Christian College told me.”

The “Welcome to Dog Lick” story 
begins with a young girl abandoned 
on the side of an eastern North Car-
olina highway in November of 1941. 
The girl, who renames herself Button, 
wanders into the tiny town of Dog 
Lick, a town devoid of racism, preju-
dice and bigotry.

“If there is a theme or message to 
‘Welcome to Dog Lick,’ it is anti-rac-
ism and anti-bigotry,” Bullard said. 
“However, while most books on that 
theme deliver the message by show-
ing racism and bigotry, I took the 
opposite approach. I tried to imagine 
what it would be like to live in a town 
that was 100 percent free of those 
vices. Even in 1941, when the story 
begins and the South was under Jim 

Crow laws, in the town of Dog Lick, 
blacks and whites lived next door to 
each other and worshiped at the same 
church.”

The story follows Button’s life for 
the next 42 years and delves into her 
successes and failures, her relation-
ships and losses but emphasizes the 
value of family and friends, some-
thing she never had as a child with an 
abusive family dynamic. 

The book is Bullard’s first expe-
dition in novel writing, having pre-
viously written in short story form. 
His book started as a series of short 
stories that were so well received by 
friends that he was asked to expand 
on them. And expand he did, with the 
result being a 600-page novel.

“This book has a convoluted evo-
lution,” Bullard said. “I asked my 

friends on Facebook for suggestions 
of characters, names, hobbies and 
something about their personalities, 
and then I started writing short sto-
ries. It was about four years from the 
time I put out the feelers for story 
ideas until the book was finished.”

Bullard wrote more than one short 
story set in the fictional town of Dog 
Lick in the present day. His friends 
began telling him that they liked Dog 
Lick and wanted more stories about a 
town in which everyone, regardless of 
their station in life, was cared about.

Bullard decided to work the novel 
around the character of Button. Orig-
inally, the novel was set in the 1800s, 
but Bullard reworked it so that the 
story began in the 1940s. 

For readers who can’t get enough 
of Button and the town of Dog Lick, 

there is a good chance that more sto-
ries will be written.

“There are several places in the 
book where I have left hints of other 
stories,” Bullard said. “For example, 
one family’s old outhouse is found 
in the woods. When asked why they 
put it there, the man replies, ‘Oh, we 
didn’t. It went there by itself.’ There’s 
a full story about that and a few other 
hinted tales which might be in a fol-
low up collection.”

Bullard said that he can go a few 
years without doing any serious writ-
ing, but he is open to motivation.

“It is certainly a great incentive to 
go further if reviews say the readers 
want more,” Bullard said. 

Bullard’s parents lived in Wilson 
until last year when they moved to 
Winston-Salem. His father, Roger, 
was professor emeritus of religion 
and philosophy at Atlantic Christian 
College/Barton College from 1965 to 
1994, and his mother, Carol, spent 
her career at Firestone/Bridgestone 
Americas, working from the plant’s 
opening in 1974 to retirement.

“Welcome to Dog Lick” can be pur-
chased as a paperback or Kindle file 
from Amazon at https://www.amazon.
com/Welcome-Dog-Lick-Ken-Bullard/
dp/B08M88KW3Q. 

Bullard can be reached at welcom-
etodoglick@gmail.com. 

Ken Bullard, a former Wilsonian, holds a copy of his new book, “Welcome to Dog 
Lick.” Contributed photo

“I asked my friends on 
Facebook for suggestions 
of characters, names, 
hobbies and something 
about their personalities, 
and then I started writing 
short stories. ”
KEN BULLARD, “Welcome to Dog Lick” 
author
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Barton staging 
‘Coop’s Homecoming’
For Wide Awake Wilson

Theatre at Barton will present 
“Coop’s Homecoming” by Barton 
alumnus Zachery Rayburn on Thurs-
day, March 11, through Saturday, 
March 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the Kennedy 
Family Theatre.

Seating will be limiteds in the audi-
ence for each performance. All those 
attending must wear face masks and 
observe social distancing protocols. 

Tickets are $10 each for adults, and 
$5 each for student, seniors and mil-
itary. Reservations must be made on-
line at barton.edu/theatre. No tickets 
will be sold at the door. 

Rayburn first debuted a staged 
reading of his original musical at 
the 2017 New Works Festival in the 
Kennedy Family Theatre. “Coop’s 
Homecoming” follows the reunion of 
four friends as they struggle with the 
loss of one of their own, a fallen hero, 
and the profound impact he had on 
their lives. The next step in present-
ing this formal theatrical piece offers 
additional new music by Rayburn and 
Jim Grant with further exploration 
of the U.S. Marine, his family and 
friends as they recall, celebrate and 
relive moments of his life.

Composer Jim Grant also serves as 
music director for the show, which 
he and Rayburn have been working 
on for nearly five years. “It’s great to 
have the playwright and composer in 
the rehearsal room for original inten-
tion or necessary adjustments, as we 
discover the depth of relationships 
and each character’s emotional con-
nection,” said Sherry Lee Allen, direc-
tor of Theatre at Barton. “This pro-
duction provides an opportunity for 
Barton College students to originate 
these roles and work alongside mem-
bers of the Actors’ Equity Association 
union on stage and within a creative, 
professional workshop environment.

“With Broadway and most of the 
performing venues closed at this 

time, it has become a wonderful time 
to investigate, create and develop 
new works,” Allen said. “We are re-
hearsing with the strictest safety and 
health protocols in place, including 
temperature monitoring, docu-
mentation and thorough sanitation 
practices. I am pleased that Theatre 
at Barton can offer a platform for 
collaborating on something fresh 
and relevant at this time. In addition 
to the story-driven content with very 
relatable personalities, the show has 
a variety of music styles. There are 
upbeat and fun numbers, comedic 
songs, ballads which are sometimes 
haunting, with an underlying theme 
of patriotism. But at the center is the 
importance of friendships and loy-
alties, even though it may seem a bit 
dysfunctional at times.”

The cast of actors is supported by 
a younger version of their character: 
Kate McMillan as Krysta, Alyssa 
Krasovich as Young Krysta, Matthew 
Clay Raines as Jonah, Collin Yates as 
Young Jonah, Melvin Gray as Xander, 
Jordan Peartree as Young Xander, 
Matty Reda as Robbie and Luke Ea-
son as Young Robbie. Coop will be 
played by Skylar McKinney.

Michael Dornemann, set and light-
ing designer, is responsible for all 
technical elements of the production, 
and costume designer Dorothy Aus-
tin-Harrell will oversee wardrobe an 
all properties. 

Nick Leek is sound designer and 
operator, with Brianna Tenhet as 
stage manager and Jamie Allen as 
assistant stage manager. Three local 
musicians will join the production: 
Dale Bryce on bass, David Daniels 
adding percussion and Ronnie Raper 
on guitar.

For more information about up-
coming theatre events, please contact 
Sherry Lee Allen, director of Theatre 
at Barton, at slallen@barton.edu or 
252-399-6492, or visit www.barton.
edu/theatre.

Trendy, chic clothes and
accessories for the modern woman.
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‘A Good Look’ highlights artist-in-residence
For Wide Awake Wilson

Painting will be the focus of “A Good Look,” an 
exhibition of works opening in March in the Barton 
Art Galleries on the campus of Barton College. “A 
Good Look” will feature the paintings of William 
Paul Thomas, artist-in-residence on campus this 
spring semester. The exhibition will be on view 
from Thursday, March 18, through Friday, April 16.

On March 18, the Barton Art Galleries and the 
Barton College Friends of Visual Arts will host an 
opening reception at 5 p.m. for “A Good Look.” 
An artist lecture, featuring Thomas, will follow at 
6 p.m. These two events will be open to the public 
at no charge, and the community is invited to at-
tend. Reservations will be required for the opening 
reception and lecture, and space will be limited. 
Social distancing and masks also will be required 
when visiting this exhibition. To make reservations 
for this event or to visit the Barton Art Galleries on 
a future date, contact Maureen O’Neill, director 
of exhibitions and educational programming, at 
moneill@barton.edu or 252-399-6476.

ABOUT THE ARTIST  

William Paul Thomas, a painter, photographer 
and videographer, creates pictures as a way to cap-
sulize his broad, ongoing exploration of the human 
condition. He chooses specific models as a way of 
recognizing their significance in his life’s path, of-
ten drawing on his immediate social network to of-

fer complex representations of people of color. He 
integrates text and other symbols into the portrait 
work to narrow the subject matter and complicate 
the viewer’s understanding of the subject’s identity.

“When I talk about my work to viewers, I’ll re-
count things from other intimate conversations to 
illustrate how personal exchanges inspire my de-
cision making,” Thomas continues. “I love sharing 
carefully designed paintings, prints and digital ex-
periments for public consumption. Whether the im-
ages are depictions of anonymous floating heads, 
headless bodies frozen in time or cryptic phrases 
that invite extended inquiry, my efforts are heavily 
bent towards highlighting the questionable barriers 
that exist between us and everything else.”

Thomas was the recipient of the 2016 Ella Foun-
tain Pratt Emerging Artist Grant and the Durham 
Art Guild’s artist-in-residence at Golden Belt Artist 
Studios. He also was the Brock Family Visiting In-
structor in Studio Arts at Duke University during the 
2017-18 academic year. Thomas received his Bache-
lor of Fine Arts degree studio art from the University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater and his Master of Fine Arts 
from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

The Barton Art Galleries, located inside Case Art 
Building on the campus of Barton College, is open 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m Monday  through Thursday and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday or by appointment. For 
additional information or to reserve a time to visit, 
contact Maureen O’Neill, director of exhibitions 
and educational programming, at artgalleries@bar-
ton.edu 252-399- 6476.

William Paul Thomas, artist-in-residence at Barton 
College, works on a painting. Contributed photo

‘Silver Linings’ show reflects time
For Wide Awake Wilson

As part of the Hammond Gallery 
Series, Wilson Arts will present a 
collection of works from various lo-
cal artists who were created during 
the pandemic. 

This past year has been a period 
of deep reflection for many artists 
as they struggle to find their place in 
the “new normal,” and many have 
found sanctuary in the art of creat-
ing. 

The show, “Silver Linings,” will 

open to the public on Thursday, 
March 18, and will run through 
Thursday, April 29. A closing 
reception is tentatively sched-
uled for April 29 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Visit www.wilsonarts.
com for updates as the event ap-
proaches.

The exhibition will include 
paintings, writings, sculpture, pho-
tography, collage and digital art. 
Featured artists will include Janelle 
Booth Clevinger, Juan Carlos 

Duron-Martinez, Jerome De Per-
linghi, Elizabeth Healey, Kim Joy, 
Stephanie Pridgen, Josh Sepulve-
da, Matt Shaw, Barbara White and 
Drew Wilson. 

The gallery, located in the Boy-
kin Center at 108 Nash St., is open 
Tuesdays-Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Masks/face coverings are 
required for all guests, and social 
distancing protocols will be in 
place. This event is free and open 
to the public. 

Stephanie 
Pridgen’s 
“Inspire” 
will be in 

the “Silver 
Linings” 
show at 
Boykin 

Gallery. 
Contributed 

photo

WILSON ARTS
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Get a peak at Eyes on Main Street photos
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Eyes on Main Street Gallery 
will display a preview of the seventh 
edition of the outdoor photo festival 
in its Goldsboro Gallery from March 
2 to April 30.

This will be the first chance to 
discover the new images of the 
seventh edition of Eyes on Main 
Street. The Wilson Outdoor Photo 
Festival opens Oct. 30 in down-
town Wilson.

As always, 100 photographs will be 
displayed on 100 storefront windows 
and buildings, spanning nine city 
blocks. Barnes Street has become the 
new “Main Street” and will be trans-
formed into a vibrant gallery of large-
scale photographs. 

The outdoor exhibition, curated by 
Jerome De Perlinghi, Ghadah Alrawi 
and Carol Johnson, features the work 
of 100 photographers from 32 coun-

tries. Among the artists included in 
this year’s edition are Stephen Shore, 
Maggie Steber, Christian Bobst, 
Griselda San Martin, Bruce Gilden, 
Lua Ribeira, Benni Valson, Karen 
Kausmaki, Dawoud Bey and Betty 
Press.

On March 3 and 4, the gallery will 
stay open until 8 p.m. for two photo 
sponsorship drives, where residents 
and visitors to Wilson can adopt a 
photographer for the duration of the 
festival. It costs $250 to adopt a pho-
tograph and its photographer. 

Without the support and generosity 
of its sponsors, this community-based 
exhibition would not be the same, De 
Perlinghi said.

Regular gallery hours are Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday, noon 
to 4 p.m.; and Friday from noon to 6 
p.m.

The gallery is located at 126-128 
Goldsboro St. S, Wilson.

Photographer France Leclerc captures Chinese chess (xianqgi) in Old Kaili, Guizhou, 
China, in 2015. This image is part of the seventh edition of Wilson’s Eyes on Main 
Street annual photo festival.

Student work showcased on stage
For Wide Awake Wilson

Theatre at Barton will present stu-
dent produced works on Thursday, 
March 25, through Saturday, March 
27, at 7:30 p.m. in the Kennedy Fam-
ily Theatre. Barton College budding 
authors and playwrights have sub-
mitted original works for students by 
students. 

Seating will be limited in the au-
dience for each performance. All 
those attending must wear face 
masks and observe social distancing 
protocols. 

Tickets are $10 each for adults and 
$5 each for student, seniors and mil-
itary. Reservations must be made on-
line at barton.edu/theatre. No tickets 
will be sold at the door. 

These creative 10-minute plays, 
stories and poems will be fully pro-
duced on stage in the Kennedy Fam-
ily Theatre, showcasing work from 

student authors: Sarah Maragh, 
Hunter Bozelle, Caroline Leegins, 
Luke Eason, Suman Kirti, Jordan 
Peartree and Morgan Tripp. “Spo-
ken Word” participants and actors 
from fall 2020 will also have the 
opportunity to share their voice in 
the spotlight once again, while other 
students take on backstage roles in 
running crew, management, design 
and other essential technical ele-
ments. 

Barton College faculty mem-
bers Sherry Lee Allen, Dorothy 
Austin-Harrell and Michael Dor-
nemann will supervise presenta-
tions.   

For more information about up-
coming theatre events, contact 
Sherry Lee Allen, director of The-
atre at Barton, at slallen@barton.
edu or 252-399-6492, or visit www.
barton.edu/theatre.

THEATRE AT BARTON
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Book is a fun way to learn information from A to Z
By Matthew Kleven

Can a book about the encyclopedia 
be funny? Yes! How about a book 
about a guy who reads all 32 volumes 
of the Encyclopedia Britannica? Yes 
again, and yes, it’s educational too. 

Who says learning can’t be funny? 
That’s what this book, “The Know-
It-All: One Man’s Humble Quest to 
Become the Smartest Person in the 
World” by A.J. Jacobs Jr. is — educa-
tional and hilarious.

“The Know-It-All” details the au-
thor’s journey reading all 32 volumes 
of the 2002 edition of the Encyclope-
dia Britannica. It cost him $1,400 to 
purchase, extending to over 33,000 
pages, with some 44 million words 
and stood 4 feet 2 inches piled up 
(yes, he measured it). The first vol-
ume starts with “A-ak,” an ancient 
East Asian music style, and the last 
volume ends with “Zywiec,” a town 

in Poland of 32,000, known for a 16th 
century sculpture and some brewer-
ies.

His father, famed attorney Arnold 
Sr., also tried to read the whole thing 
but only got as far as Borneo. So 
when his son mentions to his father 
about his quest to finish what Dad 
started, Dad quips: “I hear the “P’s” 
are excellent.” Jacob’s other family 
members, wife and friends also ques-
tion this quest, jokingly proposing 
he seek out the Cliff Notes version 
or he wait to the movie comes out or 
even suggesting the well-known chil-
dren book series about Encyclopedia 
Brown instead.

The hilarity of this book comes 
from his observations of the facts he 
learns and how he attempts to use all 
this newfound knowledge in everyday 
life. These attempts include throwing 
random facts out at parties, which 
almost never gets the responses he 

hopes for, or his failed expectations to 
win at Trivial Pursuit. 

After reading the section on kissing, 
for example, he tries to kiss his wife 
the way both the Laplanders of Scan-
dinavia and some people in South-
eastern India kiss. Jacobs learns that 
his wife, Julie, prefers the American 
way.

When he learns that Las Vegas 
was first settled by Mormons, Jacobs 
wise-cracks, “Not sure Joseph Smith 
would approve of today’s ... showgirls 
and liquor. Though he would like the 
volcano at the Mirage. Everybody 
likes the volcano.” The author pro-
claims “Qa”, an ancient Babylonian 
liquid measurement, to be the best 
scrabble word he’s ever encountered.

Along the way to “Z,” he learns 
the chemical composition of Beryl 
(Be3Al2Si6O18), which is his sister’s 
name, so he addressed her Christmas 
card using her chemical formula. She 
was less than enthusiastic. 

In order to be more efficient in 
his quest, he took a speed-reading 
course, which he details, and with 
which he is not impressed, and it 
helps little. Jacobs also tries out, un-
successfully, for “Jeopardy!” He even 
joins Mensa, the famed genius club, 
whose requirements and activities 
surprised him. 

This book is not only one of the fun-
niest I’ve ever read, but I’ve learned a 
ton too. I guess the only way to learn 

more would be to read the whole 
encyclopedia itself. But nowadays, 
you’ll have to do it online as the Bri-
tannica is no longer being printed. 

“The Know-It-All: One Man’s Hum-
ble Quest to Become the Smartest 
Person in the World” by A.J. Jacobs 
Jr. was published in 2004 by Simon & 
Schuster and is available in hardcov-
er at the library.

Matthew Kleven is the Adult Services 
Librarian at the Wilson County Public 
Library.

“The Know-It-All” is described as funny 
and educational. Contributed photo
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Scan this QR code with your 
smartphone or mobile device 
to visit the website Wide-
AwakeWilson.com. There you 
will find more stories and pho-
tos.
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TUESDAYS, MARCH 2 TO 
APRIL 6,
Creative Kids
4 to 5:30 p.m.
Boykin Center
108 Nash St. 

This class for kids ages 7 to 18, 
taught by local artist and arts edu-
cator Jeanine Kittinger, will feature 
different age-appropriate art activities 
each week, including drawing, paint-
ing, collage, assemblage and other 
forms of visual art. Cost is $90 for six 
classes or $75 for current 2021 Wil-
son Arts members. To register visit 
the box office at the Boykin Center 
during regular business hours (cur-
rently 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tuesday to 
Saturday) or call Wilson Arts at 252-
291-4329. Register online at http://
www.wilsonarts.com/art-classes/.

WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 3 TO 
APRIL 7
Comic Art with Louis Small 
Jr. 
4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Boykin Center 
108 Nash St. NE

Small will instruct kids in creating 
their own comic book. They will de-
velop their own characters and sto-
ryline, and by the end of the course 
they will have created their very own 
multi-page comic book. Class is for 
ages 7-18. Cost is $90 for 6 classes 
($75 for current Wilson Arts mem-
bers).

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
Stained Glass Shamrock 
Sun Catcher 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Fee for class and supplies is $65. 
For more information or to reserve a 
seat call Kim S. Joy, 252-650-2530.

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
3D Stained Glass Flower
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Fee for class and supplies is $75.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
Stained Glass Class
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Learn the basic techniques for 
making a stained glass panel using 
the copper foil method. Class runs for 
seven weeks. Instruction fee is $100, 
and supply fee $100 to $200. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
Second Saturday 
5:30 to 8 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Make copper wire shamrock ear-
rings for $5 fee. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
Stained Glass Pendant
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Create a two-sided pendant using 
stained glass techniques. Bring in two 
1-inch photos that you want to put 
into your reversible pendant. Fee for 
instruction and supplies is $65.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
Pearl Knotting Class
1-4 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

The fee for instruction and sup-

plies is $75. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26

Try It- Stained Glass Night 
Light
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Create a unique stained glass night 
light. Learn to cut and grind glass, 
work with copper foil, and solder 
your light. Complete the project 
by adding an electric plug. Stained 
glass experience preferred but not 
required. Free for instruction and 
supplies is $70. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
Copper Rings
1 to 4 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro

106 Tarboro St. W.

There will be different designs to 
choose from. Fee for instruction and 
supplies is $70.

MONDAY TO FRIDAY, APRIL 
5-9
Spring Break Papier-Mache 
Camp
9 a.m. to noon
Boykin Center
108 Nast St.

The camp, for ages 7-18, is $80. 
Wilson Arts members pay $70. To 
register, visit the box office at the 
Boykin Center during business hours 
(currently 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tues-
day-Saturday) or call Wilson Arts 
at 252-291-4329 or register and pay 
online at http://www.wilsonarts.com/
creative-kids/.  Scholarships available.

CLASSES




